Activity: Getting Familiar with Your Local Waters

Environmental Science

PART I:

Research answers to the following questions and share your answers with other members of the group.

1. In your community:

a. What are the major sources of the water supply?

b. How is water use divided among agricultural, industrial, power plant cooling, and public uses?

c. Who are the biggest consumers of water?

d. What has happened to water prices in the past 20 years?

e. What water supply problems are projected?

f. How is water being wasted?

2. Identify any floodplain areas in your community. Develop a map showing these areas and the types of

activities found on these lands. Evaluate the management of such floodplains in your community and come

up with suggestions for improvement.

3. In your community:

a. What are principal non-point sources of contamination of surface water and groundwater?

b. What is the source of drinking water?

c. How is drinking water treated?

d. Has pollution led to fishing bans or warnings not to eat fish from any lakes or streams in your region?

e. Is groundwater contamination a problem? If so, what has been done about it?

f. Is there a vulnerable aquifer or critical recharge zone that needs protection to ensure quality of groundwater?
PART II: DRAW A PICTURE OF THE CHATTACHOOCHEE WATERSHED
